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Mary Davis (1), Barbara Johnson (2) 
Darryl Davis (6), Pat Crenshaw (8) 
Betty Hunter (11), Pearl Yates (12) 

Alene Mason (14), Sierra Rogers (26) 
Deborah Emory (27), Everlenia Simmons (29)  

 

 

September  
LaTonya Allen (7), Priscilla Starks (7) 

Rosa Allen (8), Jacqueline-Hoskins Wroten (9) 
Louise Williams (12), Sherrie Webster-Brown (15) 

Rochelle Miller (18),  Rose Boyd (19) 
Betty Lee (21), Minister Willie Whitehead (21) 

Rev. William Brown (21), Kimberly McNeal (22) 
Leslie Ivy (23), Jessica McDonald (29) 

 
 

Each birthday is a gift from God 
Enjoy the Gift. 

 
 

Message from the  SSLL Superintendent 
 

 As we enter into September let us 
remember that Life Is a Journey.  Each day 
represents a page in your life.  Wake up and 
be open to the many opportunities and 
possibilities in this world.  In spite of how things 
look, GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL. 
 

 Learn, try, grow and make the best of 
each day because You Are Capable of So 
Much, even more than you think. 
 

 If you make a mistake realize it’s okay, 
keep on trying and Be Kind to Yourself. 
 

 Also, Be Kind to Others.  May each 
person be better for knowing You! 
 

 Remember there is only One YOU in this 
entire world.  You are God’s Designer Original.  
There is no one else like you in this entire world.  
So be proud of who you are, what you have 
accomplished, how much you have overcome, 
and how much you have to give. 
 

May You Be Abundantly Blessed 
 

 Ella 

MISSION STATEMENT - (why we exist) 
 

Reaching: for the Gospel of salvation; 
Building: God’s people as the Church; 
Sending: equipping for service and living and 
speaking for Christ. 
 

VISION STATEMENT -  
(what does the preferable future look like) 

 

Super Soul Life Lessons seeks to prepare and 
equip individuals, for a world that’s increasingly 
ungodly, with the biblical knowledge and spiritual 
fortitude necessary to live as an example of Christ 
within a secular society. 
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*************************************** 

Congratulations to Alene Mason, our 21 Plus Teacher 
 

 

Alene Mason has been appointed Chief of Schools for Network 9.  A 23-year 
veteran with CPS, she has served in various leadership roles with the District 
throughout her career.  Most recently, Alene was the Deputy Chief of Schools 
for Network 9, and prior to that, she was a principal, assistant principal, and 
network math and science coach teacher leader. 

In addition, she has served as a principal leader for the former Chief Education 
Officer Principal Advisory Council, the Chicago Public School District Principal 
Procurement Advisory Council, The Fund Education Advisory Council, Cahn 
Alumni Advisor, Chief Schools Officer Advisory Council and is nationally 
recognized as a Cahn Distinguished Principals Fellow.  

Born and raised on the south side of Chicago, Alene is a proud product of CPS, attending Lindblom 
Technical High School. She received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Actuary  Science from the 
University of Illinois in Champaign Urbana. She holds a Master of  Arts from Saint Xavier University in 
Elementary Education and Concordia University in School Leadership.  

Despite all of this, the number one title that she is most proud of is being a King’s Kid. She has been 
saved since the age of nine and has remained a servant leader, trying to utilize her gifts and talents to 
encourage, inspire and build up the Kingdom. She has been an active member of New Covenant for 
fourteen years. She currently is the teacher of the 21 PLUS Super Soul Life Lessons class and has served 
faithfully for the past three years. Not to mention that she is a member of the New Covenant Choir. Over 
the course of her life, Alene has remained humble, giving God the credit for ALL THINGS, and she 
works diligently to help others. Those who know her best, know her favorite sayings: "I'm just a nobody, 
trying to tell everybody about somebody who can save anybody," and "If I can help somebody as I pass 
along the way, then my living will not be in vain." 

SSLL SEPTEMBER TEACHERS 
 

 
 DATE               IN PERSON                            ZOOM                                YOUTH  
1st Sun         Open          Kimberly McNeal                Char Epting                              

2nd Sun.       Rev. Timothy James          Antoinette Brady                Darryl Davis 

3rd Sun.        Mattie Rogers                    Brenda Bryant                    Andrea McClam 

4th Sun.        Sherrill Thomas                 Darryl Davis                        Adrienne Van Hook 

 
Alene Mason teaches 21 Plus every Sunday 

 



3 
 

Something to Think About 
Colossians 3:13 (NIV) -   Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances                                                                      

you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

What Does It Mean to Truly Forgive? 

I think that the majority of people in the world have some problems when it comes to genuinely forgiving people.  
Many people believe that if we forgive someone, things must return to being the way they were at first.  Depending 
on what has happened, that is not the case.   

But forgiveness can be one of the most powerful things we do. Like any muscle, however, it has to be exercised to 
work well. Forgiveness can be very complicated. Sometimes we think it means forgetting, diminishing, or condoning 
the misdeed, but it doesn’t. It has much more to do with freeing ourselves from its hold. Our ability to live our lives 
with love, understanding, and generosity is impeded when we don’t forgive.  Forgiveness is a process that involves 
letting go of the need to seek revenge or pay someone back for the harm they did to you or someone you care about. 
If you forgive someone, you no longer want to see harm come to them, or for them to get "a taste of their own 
medicine," or if something terrible does happen, we no longer feel that they deserve it.  Forgiveness is healthy 
because it relieves you from the painful burden of hate and bitterness and allows you to heal more completely from 
the pain you've been through. 

It's important to remember that sometimes, you have to forgive someone from afar. If you were abused or felt unsafe 
around the person who caused you pain, you don't have to interact with them or talk to them to extend forgiveness. 
You can do the work of forgiving them from afar, with the help of a mentor or counselor if you need it. If you do 
feel comfortable being around the person, and you do want to continue to be in their life, it is important to remember 
that forgiveness should involve healthy boundaries. You can let someone know you forgive them while making it 
clear what is and is not okay.  

The question is, “How will we respond when we get hurt?”  The first part of Colossians 3:13 says: Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  The first thing to do is understand that 
even the godliest people we know aren’t perfect. They do things we might not think are right. If and when that 
happens, we’re to be gracious and loving and explain to that person why we’re offended. 

The verse then says to forgive anyone who offends us. That’s very straightforward, and most of us who read this 
passage would understand that it’s not just good advice; it’s a command. God expects us to forgive each other. 

Knowing we should forgive someone doesn’t make it any easier, especially when it’s something that really hurts us.  
A usual response is, “I can forgive many things, but I can’t forgive that!”   The second half of Colossians 3:13 has 
the perfect answer: “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”   God has forgiven us, and not just for the small, insignificant 
things — He forgave us for everything. Jesus died on the cross to forgive every offense you and I have ever 
committed against God or other people. If we’ve accepted Jesus as our Savior, God has already forgiven us without 
hesitation or exceptions.  Sometimes we commit the same sins over and over again, yet He keeps right on forgiving 
us.  When Jesus died on the cross, the first thing He said was, “Father forgive them for they don’t know what they 
are doing.”  The truth be told, we often don’t know what we are doing either. 
 
Sometimes people hurt us, and they don’t even know it because we don’t say anything to them about it.  We assume 
that they know.  So how can they apologize for hurting you when they don’t even know they have hurt you?  When 
we forgive someone, we are being obedient to what God wants us to do.  He will deal with the other person. 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/altruism
https://www.thehopeline.com/topics/forgiveness/
https://www.thehopeline.com/topics/forgiveness/
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Sometimes it’s harder to forgive those we love the most and closest to us. But no matter who has hurt us or how deep 
the wound is, God offers healing. Is there someone you are struggling to forgive?  Pray and ask the Lord to give you 
the ability to forgive those who’ve hurt you and allow you to show His unconditional love. 
 

Forgiveness is a central part of the gospel; sometimes, it is good to get a reminder of God's truly amazing promises 
regarding this. Here is a small selection of verses about forgiveness, its conditions, and its power. When we look at 
these verses, we can see clearly that as long as we repent and are faithful to forgive others, God will forgive us fully 
and absolutely, and we can truly make a new beginning!   

Psalm 103:10-12 (NIV)  - 10  he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  
11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12  as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  
 
Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) - 25  "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake and remembers your 
sins no more.  
 
Matthew 6:14-15 - 14  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. 15  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

Mark 11:25 - 25  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father 
in heaven may forgive you your sins. 

Matthew 7:1-2 - 1  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2  For in the same way you judge others, you will 
be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  
 
Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Luke 23:34 - As he hung on the cross – “And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Romans 12:18-21 - If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave that to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.  To 
the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you 
will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Proverbs 17:9 - Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, but dwelling on it separates close friends. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 - 5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.    6  In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.    

 

God wants us to forgive others not for their benefit,                    
but for our own benefit. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.thehopeline.com/learn-more-about-god/
https://www.thehopeline.com/when-you-dont-forgive/
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SSLL Book of Isaiah Reading Challenge 

On Sunday, June 19, 2022, during her lesson on Isaiah the prophet, Bertrice Hall challenged everyone to 
commit to reading the entire book of Isaiah in 33 days by reading two chapters a day starting on 
Monday, June 20, 2022 and continuing until Friday, July 22, 2022.   I am pleased to state that 20 people 
participated and completed the challenge.  They are Jerry Jackson, Mary Simmons, Hermenia Branch, 
Patricia Ware, Dorothy Martin, Georgia Rowe, Flo Sutton, Bessie Jones, Jackie Coleman, Betty Lee, Mona 
Jones, Lillian Jones, Jean Helse, Luvenia Fields, Drewdette Bethel, Angela Cameron, Lilla Howard, Vickie 
Monroe, and of course Bertrice Hall and myself.    

Certificates were presented to each participant; some even spoke about how they felt while doing this 
challenge.  The pictures below were taken by SSLL’s “Mike Man,” Deacon Louis Allen.  A great time 
was had by all, and many of the students would like us to do this again.   I am pleased to announce that 
Pat Ware would like us to read the book of Acts as our next challenge.  We will be reading Acts in 
October.  I will have more information for you in the October newsletter.    Kudos to everyone who was 
able to participate.    
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FUN TIME  

GENESIS 
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New Members 

Let’s praise and thank God for adding to our church.  We’ve had nine new members join our 
church,  four of which came to faith in Christ giving us candidates for baptism.  We have not 
had any baptisms since 2019.      Glory to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jurlena Macklin bereaved in the passing of her cousin Christopher Shaw who was killed. 

Maria Silk bereaved in the passing of her mother 

Lillian Jones bereaved in the passing of her brother-in-law Eddie Jones 
 

Ruby (Reverend Robert) Jenkins bereaved in the passing of her cousin Tatiana Griffis and her    
aunt Prenola Moore 

 

Family of Minister Ernest Ware, a son of New Covenant, bereaved at his passing. 

Marlene Montgomery-Ford bereaved in the passing of her sister, a former member 

Evelyn Winfrey bereaved in the passing of her godson in Wisconsin 

Family of Tony Howard, III (non-member) bereaved in his passing 

Ruby (Reverend Robert) Jenkins bereaved in the passing of her brother Hosie Moore, Jr. 
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NEW COVENANT M.B. CHURCH 
754 E. 77TH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619 
MRS. JOYCE THURSTON, CHRISTIAN ED. DIR. 

REV. STEPHEN J. THURSTON, PASTOR 

LEARNING 

to LIVE the 

L.I.F.E 

Learning to live the LIFE in Super Soul Life 
Lessons means learning to live like Jesus. 

L.I.F.E. is an acronym that outlines four 
components that help change us from the inside 
out. 

 
The small-group interactive 
ministry of SSLL allows all 
members to learn God's Word 
at their own level of 
understanding with others who 
share similar interest, abilities, 
needs and experiences. 

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

      

As they study the Bible, SSLL 
students begin to function as a 
spiritual family.  The activities of 
our ministry - searching for 
biblical answers, praying for one 
another, sharing bible stories - 
provide ways to learn and to 
practice love.                          
         INCLUDING 

       ALL WHO COME 

Finding 
   O T H E R S 
     who need to know 
 

SSLL provides the Bible 
knowledge and the age-level 
practice for telling others about 
Jesus.  Students can leave 
SSLL ready to share God's 
Word both by telling how God 
is changing their own lives and 
by living a life that draws 
attention to Jesus. 

 

         Emerging 
               for ministry    

      
According to Ephesians 4, 
teachers help prepare God's 
people for work of service.  In 
SSLL students can learn to 
minister to one another.  
Students can also plan ways to 
help others.   

 

L  I 
F  E 

LEARNING 

  together 
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