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EXERCISING THE GIFT OF GRACE
As Christians, we can recite many of the scriptures that discuss GRACE. We know that because of God’s
grace, we no longer carry the burden of our sins ……. or do we? Ephesians 2:4-5 ESV states “But God,
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.”
As parents and being humans, there are times when our judgment or perception of the actions of our
children is just plain wrong. We allow our emotions to react and make decisions and decide consequences
based on those emotions. Many times, our lack of seeing situations from our child’s perspective, because
we wouldn’t listen to his/her explanation, has led to consequences that just weren’t fair toward our child.
At other times we just didn’t know any better.
God will provide wisdom in His time, which will help us to reflect on our actions. Once you determine
that you were wrong and apologize, being the great parent that you are, you ask the child for forgiveness.
Most of the time the child forgives, and then you move on. Sometimes you will offer them a treat or gift
to express how sorry you are for the mistake.
Then there are the times, especially when dealing with a teen, when they will not forgive, and the (teen)
may try to use that mistake as a weapon to make you feel guilty for the mistake you made. This is when
you exercise the gift of GRACE toward yourself.
YOU CANNOT ERASE THE MISTAKE, but you must learn how to forgive yourself. You must now
allow the grace of God to bring peace to YOU! Romans 11:6 states: “But if it is by grace, it is no longer
based on works; otherwise, grace would no longer be grace.”
This is a teachable moment; this moment will allow you to demonstrate Jesus in YOU! You show
him/her that nothing you say can change YOUR love. You teach them that they cannot control your
emotions or anybody else’s by manipulating the emotion of guilt. Make this a time to discuss the fact that
no one is above making mistakes, we all come short of the mark, but together as a family, you can
overcome anything.
Everything you say and everything you do teaches your children something!
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