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Bessie Jones (1) 
Jean Helse (2) 

Delorce Parham (8) 
Jeannie Adams (16) 

Mary Montgomery (17) 
Angelina Gordan (18) – Youth 

Dea. Walter Griffin (27) 
 

Enjoy the moments that make you smile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Message from the Superintendent 

As we venture into the month of February, it is a 
special month for many reasons.  Couples go out of 
their way to express their love for one another on 
Valentine’s Day (thus it is sometimes referred to as 
the “Month of Love”).  Everybody looks forward to 
the first Sunday of February to see the Super-Bowl, 
even if only for the commercials and the halftime 
performances.  And, of course, February is the 
shortest month of the year.  February is also a 
month designated to recognizing the contributions 
of African-Americans to the world. 
 
 

In 1926, Carter G. Woodson launched “Negro 
History Week” in February, between the birthdays 
of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, to 
acknowledge historical African-American figures.  
This later evolved into an entire month dedicated to 
black history in 1976.    
 

In this issue, I will begin highlighting our SSLL 
teachers so that we can become more acquainted 
with them.  My sincere thanks to Janet E. who has 
been doing most of the work on this project and 
has done a fantastic job.                                     
                                     

 
 

 

                                               

MISSION STATEMENT: (why we exist) 
 

Reaching: for the gospel of salvation; 
Building: God’s people as the church; 
Sending: equipping for service and living and 
speaking for Christ. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: (what does the 
preferable future look like) 

 

Super Soul Life Lessons seeks to prepare and 
equip individuals, for a world that’s increasingly 
ungodly, with the biblical knowledge and spiritual 
fortitude necessary to live as an example of Christ 
within a secular society. 
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AMANDA GORMAN (born March 7, 1998, Los Angeles, 
California, U.S.), American poet and activist known for works 
that address Black identity, feminism, marginalization, and 
climate change. She gained international fame when she read 
her poem “The Hill We Climb” at the 2021 inauguration of U.S. 
Pres. Joe Biden. 

Gorman and her siblings, including her twin sister, Gabrielle, 
were raised by a single mother, Joan Wicks, who was a middle-
school teacher. The sisters both had difficulties with speech. 
Amanda had an auditory-processing disorder that made it hard 
for her to pronounce the letter r.  By her own account, she sought 
out poetry as an inexpensive means of expressing herself. 
 

Inspired by Pakistani activist and future Nobel Prize winner Malala Yousafzai, Gorman became a youth 
delegate for the United Nations in 2013. The following year she was named the inaugural Los Angeles 
Youth Poet Laureate.  In that capacity, she worked with the County of Los Angeles Commission on Human 
Relations to develop youth programs. She self-published her first collection of poetry, The One for Whom 
Food Is Not Enough, in 2015. Amanda enrolled at Harvard University in 2016.  In 2017, while still attending 
Harvard, Amanda became the inaugural National Youth Poet Laureate, and she toured the country 
reading new work, including “Earthrise” at the Los Angeles Climate Reality Leadership Corps Training 
(2018). Gorman graduated cum laude in 2020 with a degree in sociology. 
 

In 2021 Gorman became one of only a handful of poets, including Robert Frost and Maya Angelou, to 
recite a poem at a U.S. presidential inauguration. She immediately captivated the audience with her poise 
and her stirring message. Gesturing elegantly and employing wordplay to great effect, Gorman addressed 
a country grieving the losses of the COVID-19 pandemic, shaken by George Floyd’s murder in 2020, and 
reeling over the Capitol insurrection a few weeks prior. 
 

By the time Gorman uttered her last, satisfying line, she was a celebrity, lauded throughout the world for 
meeting the moment. In the following weeks, she became the first poet to perform at the Super Bowl (her 
poem, “Chorus of the Captains,” honors an educator, a nurse, and a veteran). She also signed a modeling 
contract and published a special edition of her inaugural poem.  

SSLL FEBRUARY ZOOM TEACHERS 

 
  DATE           IN PERSON                            ZOOM                                YOUTH  
     6          Sherrill Thomas             Patricia Ware                   Char Epting                    

    13         Bertrice Hall                     Brenda Jones                Yvonne Griffin         

    20         Marie Rogers                    Jeannie Adams                Adrienne Van Hook 

    27         Luvenia Fields                  TBA                                  Andrea McClam 

 
Alene Mason teaches 21 Plus every Sunday 

 

 

  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joe-Biden
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nobel-Prize
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Malala-Yousafzai
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Harvard-University
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-Frost
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maya-Angelou
https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-Capitol-attack-of-2021
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Super-Bowl


3 
 

 
 

Amanda Gorman, Youth Poet Laureate 
“The Hill We Climb” - Inauguration Poem, January 20, 2021 

 
When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry, a sea we must wade.  We braved the belly of the beast.  We’ve learned 
that quiet isn’t always peace, and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t always 
justice. And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it.  Somehow, we do it.  Somehow, we 
weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t broken, but simply unfinished. We, the 
successors of a country and a time where a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and 
raised by a single mother can dream of becoming president, only to find herself reciting 
for one.  And, yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn’t mean we are 
striving to form a union that is perfect.  We are striving to forge our union with purpose.  
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and conditions of man.  
And so, we lift our gaze, not to what stands between us, but what stands before us.  We 
close the divide because we know to put our future first, we must first put our differences 
aside.  We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another.  We seek harm 
to none and harmony for all.  Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. That even as 
we grieved, we grew. That even as we hurt, we hoped. That even as we tired, we tried.  That 
we’ll forever be tied together, victorious.  Not because we will never again know defeat, 
but because we will never again sow division.  Scripture tells us to envision that everyone 
shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid.  If we’re to 
live up to our own time, then victory won’t lie in the blade, but in all the bridges we’ve 
made.  That is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, if only we dare.  It’s because being 
American is more than a pride we inherit.  It’s the past we step into and how we repair it.  
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation, rather than share it.  Would destroy our 
country if it meant delaying democracy. And this effort very nearly succeeded.  But while 
democracy can be periodically delayed, it can never be permanently defeated.  In this truth, 
in this faith we trust, for while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us.  
This is the era of just redemption.  We feared at its inception.  We did not feel prepared to 
be the heirs of such a terrifying hour.  But within it we found the power to author a new 
chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves.  So, while once we asked, how could we 
possibly prevail over catastrophe, now we assert, how could catastrophe possibly prevail 
over us?  We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: a country that is 
bruised but whole, benevolent but bold, fierce and free.  We will not be turned around or 
interrupted by intimidation because we know our inaction and inertia will be the 
inheritance of the next generation, become the future.  Our blunders become their burdens.  
But one thing is certain.  If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, then love 
becomes our legacy and change our children’s birthright.  So let us leave behind a country 
better than the one we were left.  With every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, we will 
raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. We will rise from the golden hills of the 
West.  We will rise from the windswept Northeast where our forefathers first realized 
revolution.  We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states.  We will rise 
from the sunbaked South.  We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover.  And every known nook 
of our nation and every corner called our country, our people diverse and beautiful, will 
emerge battered and beautiful.  When day comes, we step out of the shade of flame and 
unafraid.  The new dawn balloons as we free it.  For there is always light, if only we’re brave 
enough to see it.  If only we’re brave enough to be it. 
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Linda Glover-Coleman joined New Covenant MBC in September 2009. She began 
teaching SSLL in October 2021  
 
She is a student of the Ruth Thurston Institute on Biblical Studies (RTIBS), an SSLL 
student, and recently began taking classes in the Certificate of Progress Program 
(COPP). 

One of her favorite scriptures is Psalm 25:4-5, Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach 
me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth and teach me: for thou art the God of my 
salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

Linda is an active member of the Hospitality Ministry and the Witness Team Out-
Reach Ministry.   

 

“I'm thankful, blessed, and pleased to be a member of the New Covenant family.  It's a privilege and blessing 
to be under the leadership and guidance of our pastor, Rev. Stephen Thurston. I pray to continually grow in 
God's word, do His will, and be a willing vessel to honor and serve Him”.     
 

Students can reach out to Linda via email at linny327@comcast.net or call the church office. 

We are honored to have her serve as a Super Soul Life Lessons teacher. 

 

   
 

  Sherrill J. Thomas 
 

Sherrill has been a member of New Covenant for 61 years and has 
served as a Sunday School Teacher for 46 years. 

She has continued her growth in Christian Education thru Ruth Thurston 
Institute on Biblical Studies (RTIBS), Moody Bible Institute, Greater 
Chicago Sunday School Program, and classes offered in the Certificate of 
Progress Program (COPP). 

Sherrill also serves in the Carlene S. Lilly Seed of Hope Food Pantry, 
Music Ministry, and the Women’s Ministry. 

One of her favorite scriptures is Psalms 46:10a: Be still, and know that I am God. 
 
We thank God for her commitment to Super Soul Life Lessons. 

 
 

SSLL TEACHERS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

 
Linda Glover-Coleman 
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The sick and shut-in 
 

Terrill (Sandra) Thomas bereaved in the passing of his sister Pamela Moss. 
 

Loretta Walton bereaved in the passing of her husband Monroe Walton. 
 

Martha Jamison bereaved in the passing of two cousins 
 

The family of Rev. Pharis Evans, brother of the late Rev. Clay Evans. 
 
 

 

Zelma (Walter) Griffin & family bereaved in the passing of her brother Robert Booker. 
 

The family of Rev. Paul Hall. 
 

Shirley Triplett bereaved in the passing of her brother  
who is the brother-in-law of Charles Austin. 

 

  

GOD’S AMAZING LOVE 
 

 

The testimony of the Bible is that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Jesus did not die for us at our church-
attending, God-worshiping, neighbor-loving best. He died for us when we were yelling at 
our kids, stealing at work, cheating on our spouse, drunk on the bathroom floor, cursing His 
name and blaming everything wrong in our life on Him.  You are the one that Jesus loves. 
 

The testimony of the Bible is that Jesus doesn’t just love you in a generic, Barney the purple 
dinosaur kind of squishy love. No – He loves you in a “you are heading for an eternal hell 
of torture and the only way to save you is for me to climb on that cross and bear the furious 
wrath of God for you” kind of love. He loves you with the costliest, most sacrificial kind of 
love you could ever know. And if Hell itself couldn’t make Jesus turn His back on you, what 
makes you think that anything you could do in this life could make him forsake you? 

 "If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing." —1 Corinthians 13:2 

 

When filled with God's love, we can do and see 
and understand things that we could not 
otherwise do or see or understand. Filled with 
His love, we can endure pain, quell fear, forgive 
freely, avoid contention, renew strength, and bless 
and help others in ways surprising even to us. 

 
Open up your heart to the transformative power of Christ’s 

love, and watch what He can do. 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Romans%205.8


6 
 

 

 

 FUN TIME 
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BARACK SAID 

AND WE DID 
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              LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING  
  

NEW COVENANT M.B. CHURCH 
754 E. 77TH STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619 
MRS. JOYCE THURSTON, CHRISTIAN ED. DIR. 

REV. STEPHEN J. THURSTON, PASTOR 


	Happy February Birthday
	"If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing." —1 Corinthians 13:2

